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First we may pause to regret again our refusal, when the
big minds that were left after the World War were too
hard pressed to think seriously, to renew our Alliance with
Japan, our Island twin of the East. That Alliance meant
a good deal to Japan, more indeed than to ourselves in a
military sense, but a great deal in a commercial sense.
To Japan it meant, and no one knew it more than the
thinking Japanese, her great guarantee before the civilised
and respectable world.

To be an Ally of England is more than to be a member
of the League of Nations. We abandoned our friend and
also War Ally for the sake of that will of the wisp, American
Friendship, that plant which talk the English-American
never so friendly, will not grow profusely in our garden.
Not that our Alliance with Japan need clash with the
tending of that plant, but rather go to a restraining of
American and Japanese clash. With Japan our Ally as
before, we had something to bargain with in this matter of
cut-throat trade, something to talk with when we wanted
patience over Manchuria.

In spite of the opinion of the more important portion of
the British people we would not renew, though we could
probably have done so on the easiest terms. No doubt our
politicians thought that public opinion would not face
the thought of any entanglement, but they did not try to
educate it. We stood out, and the peace of the world,
our own position in the Far East is not the better therefore,
and Singapore becomes a more essential item than ever
in our protective system. Now to .make matters worse
our Labour busybodies, whose exaggerated importance
iu the telegraphic news may sometimes mislead the world,
urged that we threaten war to get Japan out of
Manchuria.

Japan left to herself, and knowing from inside the futility
of trying to do useful business with the phantom of China,
has helped herself, exactly as we have done in the past,